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Brief biography

Florian Dorfler is an Associate Professor at the Automatic Control Laboratory at ETH Zlrich. He re-
ceived his Ph.D. degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of California at Santa Barbara in
2013, and a Diplom degree in Engineering Cybernetics from the University of Stuttgart in 2008. From
2013 to 2014 he was an Assistant Professor at the University of California Los Angeles. He has been
serving as the Associate Head of the ETH Zirich Department of Information Technology and Electrical
Engineering from 2021 until 2022. He is a recipient of the distinguished young research awards by
IFAC (Manfred Thoma Medal 2020) and EUCA (European Control Award 2020). His students were win-
ners or finalists for Best Student Paper awards at the European Control Conference (2013, 2019), the
American Control Conference (2016), the Conference on Decision and Control (2020), the PES Gen-
eral Meeting (2020), the PES PowerTech Conference (2017), the International Conference on Intelligent
Transportation Systems (2021), and the IEEE CSS Swiss Chapter Young Author Best Journal Paper
Award (2022). He is furthermore a recipient of the 2010 ACC Student Best Paper Award, the 2011 O.
Hugo Schuck Best Paper Award, the 2012-2014 Automatica Best Paper Award, the 2016 IEEE Circuits
and Systems Guillemin-Cauer Best Paper Award, the 2022 IEEE Transactions on Power Electronics
Prize Paper Award, and the 2015 UCSB ME Best PhD award.

Research interests

Florian Dérfler’s primary research interests are centered around control, optimization, and system the-
ory with applications in network systems such as electric power grids, robotic coordination, and social
networks. Topics of recent interest include stability and control in low-inertia power grids, online feed-
back optimization with applications to power systems operation, distributed control and optimization,
data-driven control, social network dynamics and formation, and synchronization in complex networks.



