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Worldwide collection of information about ongoing glacier changes was initiated in 1894 
with the foundation of the International Glacier Commission at the 6th International 
Geological Congress in Zurich, Switzerland. Today, the World Glacier Monitoring Service 
(WGMS; http://www.wgms.ch) continues to collect and publish standardised information on 
ongoing glacier changes. WGMS is a service of the Commission for the Cryospheric Sciences 
of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (CCS/IUGG) and maintains a network 
of local investigators and national correspondents in all the countries involved in glacier 
monitoring. In addition, the WGMS is in charge of the Global Terrestrial Network for 
Glaciers (GTN-G) within the Global Climate/Terrestrial Observing System. GTN-G aims at 
combining (a) in-situ observations with remotely sensed data, (b) process understanding with 
global coverage and (c) traditional measurements with new technologies by using an 
integrated and multi-level strategy. In this talk we give an overview of WGMS operations, of 
our present call-for-data for the observation period 2000-2005, and of activities related to the 
International Polar Year. 


