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The Lateglacial environment was – in particular also in the Alps – subjected to fast climate 

changes, comparable to the ones presently occurring. Thus, a detailed understanding of the 

landscape evolution and dynamics during this period including the Holocene transition is of 

great interest.  

 

Whilst the sequence and morphostratigraphy of glacier retreat and the relative chronological 

framework of this time span is widely accepted, only a few and still questionable absolute 

data (radiocarbon and exposure dating) exist so far on selected events of alpine landscape 

formation. The main goal of the project is to enlarge and improve the existing database at  

carefully selected sites. Glacial (moraines) and periglacial (rockglacier) landforms as well as 

related features with information about their geomorphic surface dynamics (i.e. soil 

development, weathering) will be dated using both relative and numerical dating methods. 

Cross-checking the different methods will provide a better control of the results and opens the 

possibility to calibrate the relative methods. Furthermore, it is intended to incorporate the 

findings into climate modelling approaches.    

 

 

 

 


